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Haitian Jewelry 
BIJOU

Turning ScrapS inTo ST yle

By Renee Page

Who would ever dream that something as 
mundane as empty cereal boxes could be 
made into stylish and colorful jewelry that 
supports artisans throughout Haiti?

BIJOU is the name of jewelry made by 
artisans connected to the Three Angels 
Orphanage in Haiti. Rochelle is the 
location of the second largest distributor 
of the jewelry in the United States. 

The Apparent Project sent Americans to 
Haiti to teach trades to the people. They 
trained the first bead artisans at Three Angels. 
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BijoU is a way for mothers 
and fathers to earn an 

income so they don’t need 
to relinquish their children.

Now there are about 40 artisans 
working through the orphanage.

Many Rochelle residents are active in 
helping meet the needs of the people of 
Haiti through Three Angels and that is 
how Colleen Monfils, Sharon Duncan, and 
Jeana Valdivieso got involved with BIJOU. 

How does the sale of jewelry help 
the orphanage? BIJOU is a way for 
mothers and fathers to earn an income 
so they don’t need to relinquish their 
children. Although Three Angels is a 
true orphanage where the children are 
parentless, they get many requests to take 
the children of parents who just don’t 
have the resources to raise their families.

The original artisans have passed along 
their skills to many others and Valdivieso 
said that many Three Angels’ employees 

make the beads in their spare time. Three 
Angels started selling the jewelry after the 
earthquake in 2010, as a way to help the 
Three Angels staff earn a living while the 
orphanage was closed. The bead artists 
bring their wares in to the orphanage 
and leave their items with Sandy Miller, 
the guest house manager. At night, an 
artisan named Linda comes in and does 
a quality check on the items, looking for 
beads that aren’t rolled right, bad clasps, 
or items with too many seed beads. 

The beads are made by cutting cereal 
boxes, thin cardboard, and scrapbook 
paper into long, narrow triangles. They 
spread glue on the paper then roll the 
paper on a dowel rod to form the beads. 
The beads, still on the dowel rods, are 
then left to dry in the sun. The beads 
are sorted in bowls until they can be 
strung to create bracelets, earrings, 
necklaces, key chains, and bead angels. 
Each unique piece comes with a card 
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that gives a biography of the artisan. 
Artisans are paid directly for their efforts. 

“The guest house has two ladies that come 
in to cook and clean for the people who 
come to help the orphanage. These ladies 
go out to the old outdoor school kitchen a 
block away, a nasty area, and make beads 
every chance they get,” Valdivieso said. 
The KenBe Fem campaign is currently 
raising funds to build a community center 
next to the orphanage’s guest house that 
will serve as a place for artisans to work. 

The artisans work fast. Valdivieso 
purchased some unique pieces when 
she was in Haiti, pieces unlike what she 
sees here. She asked the artisans if they 
could make more sets and a few days 
later, the sets appeared at the guest house. 
She also took pink scrapbook paper, 
beads, and a pink ribbon charm and had 
20 bracelets custom made to give her 
friends for breast cancer awareness.

While Valdivieso and Monfils had 
chances to see the bead making in person, 
Duncan helps the cause here in Rochelle. 
She houses the distribution center in her 

home. She works with the organization’s 
main office in California to organize 
and distribute the jewelry in this area.

“I sell the jewelry at bazaars and farmer’s 
markets as well in people’s homes 
and as fundraisers,” Duncan said. 
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For instance, she told of a woman in Paw 
Paw who held a fundraiser to raise money 
for a local Brownie troop. The cost of the 
jewelry is slightly higher in a fundraiser; 
half the money goes to the organization 
that is raising funds and half goes to 
Three Angels. Valdivieso said the First 
Presbyterian Church is doing a fundraiser 
to help send a mission team to Mexico 
while still supporting the orphanage. 

In a stroke of innovation, Valdivieso’s 
husband invited guests to her 
surprise birthday party and asked 
them to purchase a piece of BIJOU 
jewelry instead of bringing a gift.  

Both Duncan and Valdivieso agree that 
part of the appeal of BIJOU jewelry is 

the uniqueness of the product, since 
no two pieces are the same. “There 
is another whole level of beauty, 
knowing the story behind the jewelry. 
It comes with knowing that you are 
helping someone support their family. 
The measly $7 I pay for a bracelet is 
like $100 to them,” Valdivieso said. f

to pUrchase BijoU 
jeWelry or to schedule 
a home sale or fundraiser, 
contact Sharon Duncan at 

duncan.roger@comcast.net
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“it’s their hope,” 
duncan added.




